This is an exciting time for homeowners and investors in Baltimore! In April of 2007 the Baltimore City
Council, passed a historic piece of legidation - an Alley Gating and Greening ordinance - alowing
homeowners and investors to gate and/or green the alleyways behind their homes.

This strategy is being pursued by homeowners and investors in over 22 Baltimore neighborhoods on 60
different blocks. Investors are excited about this initiative because of the numerous benefits of aley gating
and/or greening which include:

I ncreases safety for residents and deter s break-ins through the back of the house
I ncreases property values (5-15%) and salesrates

Decreasesillegal dumping and rat infestations

Creates a safe placefor children and adultsto play and relax

Develops stronger communities

M akes blocks mor e attractive to tenants

Investors may have afew concerns:
Who will pay for the alley gating and greening?

o Fortunately, the costs associated with the alley gating and/or greening are not necessarily the
responsibility of homeowners. Numerous grants through the Baltimore Community
Foundation and the Healthy Neighborhoods Initiative are available to fund these projects.

How will trash be collected in the aley?
0 Residents can elect to:
Place the trash at the end of the alleys outside of the gates on collection day
Open gates on collection days for normal pick-up
Move to front-side pick-up

This sounds great! How can | get started?
o If you have received this letter, a homeowner on your block is working to make this happen.
They just need your approval!
o Contact Benjamin Nathanson at greens@ashoka.org or 410-925-0166 with any additional
guestions.




BEFORE & AFTER PICTURES
Patterson Park Alley:
Luzerne/Glover
Before:

Thealey inits original neglected condition. A typical backyard fence.

After:

The new beautified aley! Other residents enjoying the aley transformation at a recent party!
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All residents and homeowners enjoy their safer, cleaner community space!



